Top 10 Tips on How to Stay Connected
to Your Middle Schooler!

1. DO suggest opportunities to do things together.

2. DON’T be hurt when they turn you down.

3. DO drive them wherever you can.

4. DON’T expect it to be easy!

5. DO spend more time listening than taking action.

6. DO have dinner together.

7. DO allow them to have their own experiences.

8. DON’T try to like the same things.

9. DO encourage your kids. Your attitude impacts them.

10. DO be “in the know.” (Ex. Ask what they are reading for 

school or studying and do it with them so you can talk about it.)
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*Source: Scholastic Parents
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Team Contact Information

Mr. DeAngelis (Math/Social Studies)
x1311
kdeangelis@independence.k12.oh.us
http://www.independence.k12.oh.us/pages/kdeangelis/
Dr. Fierer (Enrichment Reading)
x1314
rfierer@independence.k12.oh.us
Mrs. Grendel (Intervention Specialist)
x1315
mhanchette@independence.k12.oh.us
Mrs. Koussa (Reading/Social Studies)
x1324
mkoussa@independence.k12.oh.us
http://koussareading.weebly.com     PW: read6

Mrs. McClain (Guidance Counselor)
x1305
lmcclain@independence.k12.oh.us
Mrs. Sahley (Language Arts/Social Studies)
x1342
dsahley@independence.k12.oh.us
http://www.independence.k12.oh.us/pages/dsahley/
Mr. St.John (Science)
x1332
mstjohn@independence.k12.oh.us
6th grade team website

http://www.independence.k12.oh.us/pages/sixthgrade/
*Go to IMS homepage and click on “Staff Web Pages” to access any of the above websites.

Intervention
Each day students will have Intervention during 5th period. Monday/Wednesday some students may go to choir and Tuesday/Thursday some students may go to band. If students are not involved in band or choir they will be in their homeroom everyday.
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 Intervention is a time for students to get individual and small group help from teachers. Students are allowed to ask any 6th grade teacher a question during this period. There will also be various activities/labs taking place to help meet the needs of each student. Intervention is not intended to be a study hall; therefore, homework should be done the night before and not kept until Intervention to complete.
6th Grade Schedule

Warning Bell
                                                          7:33

Homeroom
                                                          7:40- 7:47

Period 1 (Specials)                                                   7:50- 8:31

Period 2 (PE/Health)                                                8:34- 9:15

Period 3                                                                    9:18- 9:59

(Koussa/Sahley HR have Math or Science)

(DeAngelis/St.John HR have Language or Reading)

Period 4                                                                   10:02- 10:43 (Koussa/Sahley HR have Math or Science)

(DeAngelis/St.John HR have Language or Reading)

Period 5 (Intervention/Band/Choir)                        10:46- 11:26

Period 6 (Lunch/Recess)                                         11:29- 12:09

Period 7 (Social Studies)                                         12:12-12:53

Period 8                                                                    12:56- 1:37 (Koussa/Sahley HR have Language or Reading)

(DeAngelis/St.John HR have Math or Science)

Period 9                                                                    1:40- 2:21

(Koussa/Sahley HR have Language or Reading)

(DeAngelis/St.John HR have Math or Science)

Homebase                                                                2:24- 2:35

Teaming

What is the philosophy behind teaming?  

Teams are the organizational structure that creates opportunities for a group of teachers to work with a common set of students, allowing for collaboration among teachers, integration of the curriculum, and coordination of activities to best promote learning for every child. Each team is designed as a learning community within the larger middle school. These groups allow for greater flexibility in grouping, scheduling, and staffing and reduce student isolation.

Why is teaming better for middle school students?   Teams create a social and academic climate that promotes developmentally appropriate activities for adolescents with a core area group of teachers. A team has been compared to a small neighborhood in a big city, enabling educators and adolescents to interact daily. This allows teachers to better meet the needs of teams of students as a whole as well as their individual needs.

What do team teachers do differently?

The 6th grade teachers meet regularly to discuss team issues and plan social and academic activities to enhance the middle school experience. We set common goals, monitor individual student progress, coordinate communication with parents, plan curriculum integrations, coordinate homework, and plan special team activities.

Team Bios

Mr. DeAngelis: Mr. DeAngelis has been teaching for 17 years, and this is his 11th year at IMS. He holds a Bachelors Degree from Baldwin Wallace and a Masters in The Art of Teaching from Marygrove. He lives in Broadview Heights with his wife Ashley and their three kids Nicholas (9), Megan (6), and Alyssa (4). He enjoys running marathons and coaching wrestling in his free time.

Dr. Fierer: This is Dr. Fierer’s 25th year teaching and 16th year at IMS. He is certified to teach K-8, holds a Masters Degree in Gifted Education/Supervision from Kent, and a Ph.D in Educational Foundations from Kent. His wife is a kindergarten teacher and they have 2 dogs and 2 sons.
Mrs. Frate: Mrs. Frate has been teaching at IMS since 2001. She holds a Bachelors Degree from Baldwin Wallace and a Masters Degree in Reading from Baldwin Wallace. Her and her husband Dean have been married for 12 years and have two boys- Ian 6) and Tyler (3).  She likes to workout, ski, bike, vacation, and spend time with her family in her free time.

Mrs. Grendel: Mrs. Grendel has been teaching at IMS for 7 years. She graduated with a Bachelors Degree from Akron University. Her an her husband Dave have 4 children and 1 precious grandchild! In the little free time she has, Mrs. Grendel enjoys reading and watching her son play basketball.
Top 10 Study Habits of Successful Students

1. Try not to do too much at one time.

2. Plan specific times for studying.

3. Try to study at the same times each day.

4. Set specific goals for your study times.

(Use the SMART method we learned!)

5. Start studying when planned; don’t procrastinate!

6. Work on the assignment you find most difficult first.

7. Review your notes before beginning an assignment.

8. Tell your friends not to call during your study time.

9. Call/email a classmate or teacher if you have a question.

10. Review your schoolwork over the weekend.

*Information taken from www.how-to-study.com
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Social Studies

Social Studies is taught 7th period each day by Mr. DeAngelis, Mrs. Koussa, Mrs. Sahley, and Mr. St.John. Each quarter your student will have a different Social Studies teacher; he or she will rotate through each of the teachers mentioned above.  If you check your child’s schedule you can follow the room numbers in parenthesis to see who they will have each quarter. Although your child may have a different teacher, the teachers carefully plan each unit together in order to coordinate lessons, activities, and tests.

This year the 6th grade will be studying world history. We will begin with a geography review and then move into the 5 Themes of Geography. From there we will be whisked away to Early Civilizations, Ancient Egypt, China, India, Greece, and Rome. We are looking forward to an exciting year!
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Mrs. Koussa: This is Mrs. Koussa’s 7th year at IMS. She holds a Bachelors Degree from Ashland University and a Masters Degree in Curriculum and Instruction from Ashland University. She lives in Strongsville with her husband Tony and their three dogs Dakota, Oscar, and Molly. She enjoys reading, cooking, boxing, biking with Miss Mac, and hanging out with Mr. Koussa and the dogs in her free time.
Mrs. McClain: This is Mrs. MeClain’s 5th year at IMS. She holds a BA in Psychology & M. Ed. in School Counseling from Cleveland State. Her and her husband Adam have a precious baby girl Molly and Riley the dog! She likes to read, run, bike, shop, and hang out with family and friends.
Mrs. Sahley: Mrs. Sahley has been teaching since 1996 and this is her 5th year at IMS. She previously taught grades K, 2, and 3 at the primary school. She holds a Bachelors Degree from Baldwin Wallace and a Masters in The Art of Teaching from Marygrove. Her and Mr. Sahley have 3 kids Gabe, AJ, and Amira 4, and a dog named Brutus. In her spare time she carts her kids to football and ballet practice!

Mr. St. John: Mr. St. John has been a teacher in Independence for 22 years. He taught 4th grade at the Primary School for 19 years before moving over to the Middle School to teach science. Mr. St John is married and has four children all still in school. He also has two dogs for pets.

6th Grade

Superheroes


Independence Middle School

6th Grade Team Handbook

Communication

If you have any issues during the year we ask that you contact your child’s homeroom teacher or subject area teacher first.  We meet as a 6th grade staff daily and discuss student progress both academically and behaviorally.  If you talk to one of us we will inform the rest of the team teachers during our team meetings.  We are very open and enjoy talking to parents so please feel free to contact us.  Please refer to the contact page for our information.

Our main way to communicate homework, projects, tests, and quizzes will be through your child recording assignments in their assignment book.  However, we know that some times situations come up where this may not happen so you can also check on progress book and on our websites for information.  We try to update them regularly.  

You can expect to get a progress report every 3 weeks updating your child’ academic progress.  We know many of you check progress book regularly but we make sure you are kept up to date on how your child is progressing academically. 
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Absences
Students who miss homework because of an absence will receive the opportunity to make up missed work.  Students are given one calendar day for each day absent plus one extra day to turn in their work.  It’s the students’ responsibility to get work missed due to illness or absence.
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Homework Club

We on the 6th grade team are excited to be offering your son/daughter the opportunity to participate in our after school Homework Club.  In this program, students will be offered a quiet, structured atmosphere with assistance to complete daily and weekly assignments.  The Club will provide your child with an opportunity to not only work on their assignments, but to also get support from the teachers who assign the work.


The Club will meet Monday thru Thursday from 2:30 – 3:15 pm.  Students will need to secure a ride or walk home at 3:15.
Homework Policy

I.  Purpose:
            Homework contributes toward building responsibility, self-discipline and lifelong learning habits.  It is the intention of the 6th Grade staff to assign relevant, challenging and meaningful homework assignments that reinforce classroom learning objectives.  Homework should provide students with the opportunity to apply information they have learned, complete unfinished class assignments, and develop independence 

 
II.  Time
 

            Actual time required to complete assignments will vary with each student’s study habits, academic skills, and selected course load.  If your child is spending an inordinate amount of time doing homework, you should contact your child’s teachers.  Students are encouraged to pursue non-assigned, independent, leisure reading.

 

III.  Late Work Policies
            
Students are expected to turn work in on time.  Students who turn in late assignments on a consistent basis will receive any of the following based upon individual teacher discretion.

 

·        partial credit
·        no credit
·        missed reward activity
·        communication with parents
·        after school detention
Student Led Conferences

Student-led conferences provide students with an opportunity to talk with significant adults about their educational progress.
Each student invites his or her parents and teacher(s) to attend a meeting concerning the student's educational goals and progress in meeting those goals.  The meetings are facilitated by the student and follow an agenda that the student has developed prior to the meeting.  During the meeting, the student shares his or her educational goals and examples of his or her work (portfolio).  The student also analyzes his or her strengths and weaknesses, and reflects upon the educational consequences of choices the student has made.  Together, the student, teacher(s) and parents determine what each will do to help the student move closer to the student's educational goals.
Once students have learned how to prepare for and conduct a student-led conference, students can be asked to conduct conferences with their parents at home on a regular basis.  For our November conference your child will be inviting you to school to conference with them and their teacher.  For our second and third quarter conferences they will be conducting them at home.
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Team Expectations
The 6th grade team has a common set of expectations used in each of our classes.  They are:

1. Follow the IMS Code

a. Do what’s right

b. Do the best you can

c. Treat others as you would like to be treated

2. Be on time

3. Be Responsible

4. Be Prepared

5. Be Respectful

Team Consequences

Students will make a character card that they will keep with them at all time.  If they don’t meet an expectation on the above list their character card will be taken away for that period and recorded on their behavior sheet. The consequences of getting their card taken will follow the team consequences listed below:

1. Warning

2. Stay 2 minutes after class

3. Recess detention

4. Behavioral Journal & Parent Phone Call

5. Team meeting

Team Incentives

Each month there will be a reward for all students who have met the team expectations for the month.  Some examples of this reward are movie, kick ball game, board games, ipod/hand held games, among other rewards. Most students do what they are expected on a daily basis and this is our opportunity to thank them for that.

Each month the 6th grade team will honor 4 to 5 students and recognize them as student of the month.  They will receive recognition at a team meeting, get their picture displayed for all to see, and be invited for a special lunch with their team teachers. 

Every Quarter 2 students will be recognized as students of the quarter at an all school assembly.  They receive a certificate and get a special lunch with the principal.
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2011-2012


Ohio Achievement Tests





4-23-11: Reading





4-25-11: Math











